
17

Preface

The 21st issue of the annual “Tirosh: Jewish, Slavic & Oriental 
Studies” includes thirteen articles by young historians, literary 
scholars, ethnographers, linguists, anthropologists and special-
ists in Cultural Studies from Poland, Russia, and the Czech Re-
public. The selected material covers a variety of thematic areas 
at the junction of Jewish, Slavic and Oriental Studies: from medi-
eval and early modern literary monuments to Jewish letters and 
education in the 19–20 centuries, from Jewish history in Eastern 
Europe to contemporary digital and field research in Semitology, 
Epigraphy and Ethnography. 

The first section of the current issue – «Jewish texts» – opens 
with an article by Boris Rashkovskiy (State Academic University 
for the Humanities, Moscow, Russia). The author provides a trans-
lation and discusses the historical context of a Jewish inscription 
published by Adam Olearius (1599-1671), a German traveler, 
Orientalist, and a member of the Embassy sent by the Duke of 
Holstein-Gottorp to Moscow and Safavid Persia in 1635–1639. 
The inscription is a unique epigraphic confirmation of the testi-
mony from another Western European traveler, William (Guil-
laume) of Rubruk (between 1220 and 1230 - ca. 1270), the Am-
bassador of the French king Louis IX, also known as Louis the 
Saint (1226-1270), to Khan Möngke, the fourth khagan-emperor 
of the Mongol Empire (1251-1259). It confirms the existence of 
Jewish communities in the South-East Pre-Caspian region, south 
of the Pass of Derbent, in the first half and mid-13th century.

Ekaterina Belkina (Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia) examines the prov-
enance of two Jewish-Persian manuscripts from the collection of 
the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Russian Academy of Sci-
ences (C40 Judaica collection) and the Manuscripts Department, 
Russian National Library (Judaica 150 N.S.), attempting to trace 
their itinerary in the 20th century in order to either confirm or 
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refute the claim that both lists of Shakhin’s poems have been re-
stored by the same person. 

The section on Jewish Literature and Education opens with an 
article by Nikita Morozov (Russian State University for the Hu-
manities, Moscow, Russia), who conducts a comparative analysis 
of Saltykov-Shchedrin’s The Old Nag and Moycher-Sforim’s The 
Nag, tracing the former’s influence on the latter. 

Anna Kobrinskaya (Russian State University for the Humani-
ties, Moscow, Russia) focuses on the previously unexplored 
teaching career of the scholar as well as public and religious figure 
of Haskalah Naum Abramovich Perferkovich (1871–1940), based 
on his textbook (1912) on the history and founding principles of 
Judaism.

Elena Sidorova (National Research University Higher School 
of Economics, St. Petersburg, Russia) runs an intertextual analysis 
of women’s speech in Friedrich Gorenstein’s drama Berdichev and 
Sholom Aleichem’s prose, finding more than one parallel. 

It has already become a tradition with us, that the section on 
Eastern European Jewry is often the most sizeable one. Svetlana 
Pakhomova (Moscow Higher School of Social and Economic Sci-
ences (Shaninka), Moscow, Russia) explores how Soviet films 
produced in the 1920-30s exploited the theme of Jewish emigra-
tion and re-emigration to shape and spread an ideological mes-
sage to the domestic and international audiences alike. The goal 
was twofold: to boost the image of the Soviet state abroad while 
accusing the West in racism and double standards.

 Nina Moiseeva (Russian State University for the Humanities, 
Moscow, Russia) examines the coverage of the Holocaust in vid-
eo documents from the Russian State Film and Photo Archive, 
analyzing the voice-over narration and the accompanying pa-
perwork, and attempts to determine whether the victims of the 
events in question belonged to the Jewish population.

Maria Makarova (Warsaw University, Warsaw, Poland) ana-
lyzes the corpus of letters of Nina (Nechamah) Sheinfeld to So-
viet prosecutors and politicians at various levels (M.I. Kalinin, I.V. 
Stalin), appealing for justice for her arrested husband Iosif Forer, 
the chairman of the collective farm “Ikor” in the Jewish Autono-
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mous Region, and describing her own distress and social isola-
tion due to the status of the wife of the ‘enemy of the people’ and 
a ‘Polish spy.’ Sheinfeld’s letters can be viewed as “letters to the 
authorities” written from the perspective of Soviet subjectivity 
(I. Halfin, I. Hellbeck). 

Yuriy Snopov (independent researcher, Brno, Czech Republic) 
investigates the attendance of Moscow synagogues in the second 
half of the 1940s, exploring the documents from the Central State 
Archive of the City of Moscow’s collection of the Commissioner 
for the Council on Religious Affairs under the Council of Minis-
ters of the USSR in Moscow and Moscow region. 

In 2020–2021, the Sefer Center held a number of online schools 
on current affairs in field research in the COVID era1. The tech-
nological and conceptual developments in Digital Humanities 
allow for preservation of cultural heritage, document recovery, 
data processing, and further dissemination of the findings. The 
schools covered several areas of both digital and field research, 
such as Semitic and Hebrew Studies as well as Jewish Ethnogra-
phy and Epigraphy, and were instrumental in posing new ques-
tions and proposing new approaches for future researchers. The 
last section of the issue contains materials, work on which was 
started during the seminars of the school on field research in 
Aramaic and Hebraic and the school on digital epigraphy2. The 
authors of the articles continued their research after the end of 
the seminars and presented their first results here.

For this annual, Duaa Rashid (National Research University 
Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia) and Anna Cher-
kashina (independent researcher, Moscow, Russia) present the 

1  The schools on Digital Humanities were organized with the support of the 
Genesis Philanthropy Group. The project is being implemented using a grant from 
the President of the Russian Federation for the development of civil society pro-
vided by the Presidential Grants Fund. The project is being implemented by the 
winner of the Common Cause competition of the Effective Philanthropy charity 
program of the Vladimir Potanin Charitable Foundation. 

2 Online school on Field Research in Aramaic and Hebraic Studies (August 
23–29, 2021, with the Institute of Classical Oriental and Antiquity, National Re-
search University Higher School of Economics), online school on digital epig-
raphy “Digital Epigraphy at the Junction with Digital Humanities” (October 24–
29, 2021).
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catalog resulting from the “Research of Magical Rituals in Syrian 
Incantation Collections” project, facilitated by the Sefer Center 
Summer School on Field and Digital Research in Aramaic and 
Hebrew Studies (August 23–29, 2021). It consists of 32 magical 
incantations found in published manuscripts of Syrian incanta-
tion collections of the 18th–20th centuries. All the rituals are di-
vided into three groups based on their application (therapeutic, 
agricultural, or romantic) and described in detail. 

Philipp Burlakov (National Research University Higher School 
of Economics, Moscow, Russia), Alexey Duntsov (National Re-
search University Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia), 
Anna Golovina (National Research University Higher School of 
Economics, Moscow, Russia), Ekaterina Novokreshchenykh (Tyu-
men State University, Tyumen, Russia), and Ksenia Kostomarova 
(National Research University Higher School of Economics, Mos-
cow, Russia) share a fragment of a respondent’s account given in 
the Ma’alula dialect of modern Western Aramaic, making a valu-
able contribution to the corpus of the field notes on this language, 
whose comprehensive grammar hasn’t yet been compiled. 

Inna Grigoryan (Kosygin Russian State University, Moscow, 
Russia) summarizes the work of the seminar “Exploring the Mor-
phonology of Modern Colloquial Hebrew” led by Aryeh Olman 
(School of Field and Digital Research in Aramaic and Hebrew 
Studies) and shows the importance of studying the corpus of 
modern Hebrew for understanding the current topics in phonet-
ics, morphology, syntax and language pragmatics.

Ekaterina Karaseva (European University at St.Petersburg, 
Russia) summarizes the work of the first school on the Appli-
cation of Digital Methods in Jewish Epigraphy (October 24-29, 
2021), showing their merits and limitations: as effective a tool as 
today’s researchers have in digital technologies, it essentially re-
mains a mere tool. First and foremost, the results of their efforts 
will still depend on their own choice of the research question.

The Editorial Board hopes that the current issue of “Tirosh: 
Jewish, Slavic & Oriental Studies” will provide an insight into the 
range of academic interests of the new generation of researchers 
and our long-time contributors alike, and promote new scholarly 
initiatives in the years to come. 

Editorial Board
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